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Connecting the people of Northamptonshire to their 10,000 year story
Having the community at the heart of all we do
Delivering a pioneering and diverse education programme, accessible for all ages 
Offering a free to enter estate, for everyone
Being financially sustainable with an innovative commercial offering
Establishing, promoting and growing local businesses, produce and tourism
Caring for and preserving our natural and historical landscape
Improving the wellbeing of local residents
Preserving the publicly accessible archaeological archives

OUR VISION
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MANAGEMENT
Jack Pishhorn has ambitious plans for this project. Jack heads a dedicated team who are keen to get the project ready for its grand opening scheduled for 2021 and have

devised a brand-new business plan for the visitor attraction.

 

Kerry Purnell – NCC’s Assistant Director Corporate and Community Services said: “We are very excited to have Jack on board with us for this exciting and historically

significant project which has the capacity to become a leading light in the heritage sector. His previous roles have proved him to be a leader in the heritage tourism industry.”

 

Jack has an illustrious career since graduating from the University of Manchester with a degree in Management and Leadership with a focus on the tourism and leisure sector.

His previous experience includes managing visitor operations and marketing at Sacrewell Farm and the William Scott Abbott Trust near Peterborough and being visitor

services manager at the Cotswold Farm Park owned by BBC Countryfile presenter, Adam Henson. 

 

Jack said: "We have big plans for The Chester House Estate – with a whole new business and education vision, 

and we hope the people of Northamptonshire are as excited as we are about what’s to come. Part of the process 

will be to involve the local community in everything we do. We have the opportunity to create a legacy for many 

years to come. The future is positive and is, in itself, history in the making.”

 

Delays to the project were caused in part by the COVID-19 global pandemic. However, the pause in operations

gave the team the opportunity to rethink  and ensure the project could make a positive difference to the local 

community and become a location for people to be proud of, connecting them to thousands of years of unique 

history and creating a free attraction for Northamptonshire and beyond.

 

Jack said: "We envisage the Chester House Estate will form the hub for post COVID-19 

economic recovery for the Nene Valley area, promoting local food and drink, small businesses, 

local farming, and creating nine full-time roles, along with many part-time and seasonal positions. 

We will also have a place for conferencing in the countryside and will add to the tourism and leisure 

portfolio within the local area.

Chester House Estate Business Manager - Jack Pishhorn



The Chester House Estate is a £14.5m project funded by the National Lottery
Heritage Fund and Northamptonshire County Council which will be completed by
the October Half Term period, 2021.  

Anne Jenkins, Director of England, Midlands & East, for the National Lottery
Heritage Fund: “We are delighted to support this project, which thanks to money
raised by National Lottery players, will mean that more people will be able to get
involved with, protect, and learn about the exciting heritage right on their
doorstep.”

The restoration project itself has been split into three phases:
Phase 1 - Archeological Archive Centre becoming operational in April 2021 and
opening to the public July 2021. 
Phase 2 - Education Centre, Events Venue, Artisan Courtyard and Outside Catering
opening to the public July 2021.
Phase 3 - Restaurant, Bed and Breakfast, Volunteering Hub, Outdoor Play Area
and Museum opening October 2021. 

Starting in February, there will be monthly updates about the restoration project
on the Chester House Estate social media platforms. We are also filming a short
documentary which will feature the 10 month build period. 

RESTORATION PROJECT



VOLUNTEERING
At the Chester House Estate volunteering will play a huge part in all we do from our educational offering, commercial
business set up, to our summer archaeological digs. Recruitment for volunteers started back in 2020 with our 2021
programme due to commence soon.

As part of the project, a volunteering hub will be constructed. This will include a social space for our volunteers and an
area to sign up for volunteering opportunities, not just at the Chester House Estate but within the Nene Valley area. 

Our current 2021 volunteering programme includes roles in the following departments:

NE Stewardship Scheme
Archeological Archiving
Summer Archaeological Digs
Eduction 
Museum 
Cafe and Retail 
Events 
Gardening 
Fundraising
Bookings and Administration



OUR 10,000 YEAR STORY
As well as being the site of a Roman walled town, there is
evidence from the Mesolithic, Iron Age and Medieval periods,
together with a complex of traditional farm buildings dating back
to the 17th Century. At present much of this heritage is buried;
our challenge is to bring it to life and tell its stories.

This exciting project will include a timeline walk in the Roman
walled town and a large indoor museum within our education
and community building. These spaces will be free to enter. 

Our interpretation project will be completed and open to the
public in time for the October half term 2021. 



OUTDOOR PLAY

As part of the project, a children's natural outdoor play area will be built. This area will include a small Roman
village, tractors, play farm animals and an archaeological digging sand pit. 



The 10,000 Years – Outdoor Interpretation Offering
Archaeological and Community Digs
KS1, KS2, KS3 History
KS1, KS2, KS3 Geography
KS4, KS5 Farm and Estate Business Diversification
KS4, KS5 Media, Marketing and PR
K24, KS5 Placements and Internships
University and College Partnerships’ (Joint learning)
Adult, Children and Family Workshops

The University of Leicester 
Moulton College 
The One to One Development Trust
Nenescsape 

The Chester House Estate will lead the delivery of the following educational
programmes: 

Our confirmed education and community partners:

EDUCATION 



THE ARC

The Northamptonshire Archaeological Resource Centre (ARC) will 
be a state-of-the-art facility that will act as the publicly accessible archaeological
archive store for the county. Our collections currently consist of over 20,000 boxes of
archaeological material from around 3,000 sites across Northamptonshire with space
for another 15,000 boxes from future excavations. 

The archives cover the whole breadth of human occupation within
Northamptonshire, from prehistory up to the late 19th century. The archives will be
stored in humidity and temperature-controlled rooms where objects are kept in their
ideal environmental conditions. This ensures that they will be usable for future
generations. We will have a research room on-site that can be booked by any who
wish to study our collections. 

As part of our project setting up the ARC, we will be undertaking a substantial project
to re-box and catalogue our collections to maximise their accessibility and will be
looking for volunteers to help with this.



EVENTS

Lambing Festival
Pumpkin Patch
Easter Egg Hunts
Historical Reenactments
Outdoor Cinema and Theatres
Food and Craft Fairs
Winter Ice Skating Rinks
Beer and Music Festivals
Light Festivals
Father Christmas Experiences
Archaeological Digs
The Nene Festival
Wedding Fair
Bushcraft Weekend
Private Hire Events

We have an incredibly exciting and diverse range of events
and programming throughout the year. Our 2021/22
programme will include:



WEDDING VENUE

Our wedding offering will cater up to 120 people within our
restored Threshing Bar. The facilities will include a fully catered
events, furniture, staging, bar, private toilets and private courtyard
and estate hire throughout the evenings. Accommodation is also
available on site for the couple and guests. We are hoping
bookings for 2022 will go live in May 2021.



ARTISAN SHOPPING

6 retail spaces will make up our Artisan Shopping
Courtyard promoting locally sourced food, drink and craft.
Our Artisan Shopping Courtyard will open from July 2021. 



Within our Grade II* listed Farm House we have 3 catered
conference rooms available for hire. Inspire your team or
networks by arranging a meeting or conference in the
stunning surroundings of the Estate. With views out onto our
beautiful landscape and River Nene, it’s a perfect location to
keep your delegates both focused and motivated.
Conferencing will be available to book from July 2021. 

CONFERENCING



By October 2021, our restaurant located within our
Farm House will open. The cafe menu will have at its
heart the wonderfully abundant local produce
transformed by the kitchens into fabulous breakfasts,
lunches, and afternoon teas with chef’s specials each
day influenced by the seasons. From July 2021, a
temporary catering offer will be available in our
Artisan Courtyard. 

CAFE/RESTAURANT



BED AND BREAKFAST

Located within our Farm House, our two bedroom
bed and breakfast unit comes with stunning views of
the River Nene and wider estate landscape. 

Our bed and breakfast offering includes a large living
room space, kitchen and dining room, 2 bathrooms
and a freshly cooked farmhouse breakfast. 

Our accommodation will be available to book online
from October 2021 and will also be included with our
premium wedding and event packages. 



WIDER ESTATE

At the Chester House Estate, we are pleased to be running a
Higher Tier Stewardship Scheme. Our programme started back
in January 2019 and will be completed by Spring 2021. Our
programme includes introducing and replacing over 3000m of
fencing, planting a new orchard in our walled garden, clearing
large and dense areas of scrub, creating footpaths with both
pedestrian and vehicle gates as well as managing the paddocks
with sheep grazing.

We also have a number of smaller projects currently being
carried out on the estate such as working with the Environment
Agency with building a mooring platform on the River Nene,
due to be complete in February 2021 and working with NCC
Highways in the replacing the two footbridges over the River
Nene and Chester Stream, improving the connectivity into
Wellingborough. 



There are two entrances to the Chester House Estate. Our main car park will
be located at the Claudius Way entrance (up to 200 spaces), from this car park
there is a five-minute walk from the onsite facilities. Our second entrance and
car park (108 spaces) have been designed as an accessible entrance for
disabled parking, tenants and events attendees for weddings, conferencing. 

We are currently working with the Nenescape Greenway Link programme to
improve accessibility via foot and bike. This project will be complete by the end
of 2021. 

Our mooring will allow for access and parking of canoes, kayaks, narrowboats
with evening stay rental available. Canoe and Kayak hire is available from
Rushden Lakes, Canoe 2.  

We are a 20-minute walk away from the nearest train station, Wellingborough. 

As part of the project, we are building a bus stop to accommodate schools and
group visits. 

ACCESS



Short/long term artisan retail space tenancies (available
from June 2021)  
Corporate volunteering opportunities 
Corporate sponsorships
Education partnerships 
Long-term room hire (open to societies, charities and
groups)
Catering supplier requests
Retail supplier requests 

There are many ways your business/organisation can get
involved with this project, including:

For more details please email Jack at
JPishhorn@northamptonshire.gov.uk

GET INVOLVED



VISIT OUR WEBSITE

and Follow us on:

WWW.CHESTERHOUSEESTATE.ORG


